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EVA project overview

ÅOn line multi user virtual world designed with and for people with 
aphasia

Å2012-15. 1 year co-design. 2 years patient centred goal orientated therapy

Å2015-16: 6 month project developing impact funded by City University.

Å2016-17: 5 therapy approaches as single case studies. 

Å2017-2019: Trialling group intervention







Tavistock case studies
ÅConventional therapy approaches adapted for the virtual environment

Å5 therapies: 
ÅInteractive storytelling
ÅMapping therapy
ÅFunctional scripts
ÅCued naming + SFA
ÅVNesT

Å4 sessions a week (3 x SLT; 1 x student) for 5 weeks = 20 sessions

ÅManualise the approaches

ÅEarly adopters

ÅTechnical branch to the study to make the in-world resources & ensure EVA 
Park is service ready



Naming therapies

ÅNouns: Cueing hierarchy plus semantic feature analysis (SFA) (Boyle  
2004)

ÅVerbs: Verb network strengthening therapy.Edmonds et al (2011, 
2014, 2016)

ÅExtension / carryover section at the end of each session, attempting 
to harness aspects of EVA Park

ÅEncourage practice outside of sessions



Participants
ÅUsed English prior to stroke

ÅAt least 4 months post left hemisphere stroke

ÅGood vision and hearing

ÅNouns: <50% 190 item naming test (Best et al)

ÅVerbs: <50% V & N on a sentence elicitation task (Edmonds 2011)

Participant Poststroke Background Aphasia

Nouns 5 years
Chemical sprayer. 
College educated

(18).

Moderate-severe 
non fluent aphasia

Verbs 3 years
Buildingcompany 
director. School 
educated (16).

Moderate fluent 
aphasia



Naming

Å2 semantic verification 
questions

ÅName picture x 3

ÅCueing hierarchy if not 
correct:
ÅSemantic

ÅClosure

Å1st phoneme

Å1st syllable

ÅRepetition



SFA

ÅElicit semantic features using 
chart and questions:
Å Group

Å Use

Å Action

Å Properties

Å Location

Å Association

Å Elicit semantic features using 
chart and questions:

ÅRepetition if unable

Å50 items; approximately 7-8 
per session (3 in total / 20 
sessions).



Carryover



Practice



VNeST

Å12 target verbs; approx 6 per 
session (10 total / 20 sessions)

ÅSay target verb and write 
using IM

ÅElicit thematic roles asking 
Ψ²ƘƻΩ ŀƴŘ Ψ²ƘŀǘΩΣ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ 
using a sentence frame.

ÅMinimal cue Ą clue Ą
maximal cue

ÅSentence expansion for one 
ǘǊƛŀŘΥ ΨǿƘŜǊŜΩΣ ΨǿƘŜƴΩΣ ΨǿƘȅΩΦ

ÅNo semantic verification 
questions


